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Week 5 marked the halfway point of the 60-day 2017 state 
session. Many of the bills we are tracking moved closer 
toward the finish line.  
 
The House and Senate started on a path to potential 
compromise on a few of the more contentious state issues 
such as worker’s compensation, an Everglades water 
storage reservoir, and gaming. The two chambers are still 
worlds apart on education issues – both budget and policy.  
 
House & Senate Budget Proposals Ready for the Floor 
During Week 5, the budget-writing committees in each 
chamber considered amendments and finalized their 
respective proposals for a floor vote during Week 6. This 
will put the chambers in position for budget conference 
negotiations. House budget chief Carlos Trujillo said the 
state Legislature is on pace to begin final budget 
negotiations in Week 7. 
 
As reported by Politico’s Matt Dixon, the House and 
Senate budget plans sit roughly $4 billion apart, but House 
Speaker Richard Corcoran said there are a few easy places 
where the two can begin coming together, including local 
projects requested by members. The House plan has 
roughly $100 million in “member projects” versus $700 
million in the Senate plan. 
 
What Changed? 
There were no changes to the House budget 
recommendations for the State University System as 
shared last week, but there were several Senate changes, 
which consisted mostly of the addition of projects for 
FAMU, UF, FIU, USF St. Petersburg and USF 
Sarasota/Manatee. 
 
Legislation Moving/Amended in Week 5 
 
HB 7057 Civic Literacy 
On April 6th the House Education Committee adopted one 
amendment and reported the bill favorably. The 
amendment specifies that the joint faculty committee may 
revise an existing general education core course in 
American History or American Government to include 
civic literacy for the purpose of demonstrating competence 
in civic literacy at a state college or state university. 

The House bill is now ready for a floor vote of the full 
chamber. The Senate bill (SB 1710) has only been heard in 
the first of the four committees to which the bill has been 
referred. 
 
SB 396 Student Loan Debt 
The full Senate has now passed this bill. The House bill 
(HB 867) passed through the Education Committee during 
Week 5 and is now on its way to the House floor. 
 
HB 1111 Relating to Teacher Certification 
During Week 5 the House Education Committee adopted 
an amendment and reported the bill favorably as a 
committee substitute. The amendment: 
• requires the DOE to electronically notify a temporary 

certificate holder, at least 1 year in advance, the date 
that his or her certificate will expire; 

• requires the notification to include the list of pathways 
for completing professional certification requirements; 
and 

• requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules 
that would add another year to a temporary certificate 
if the certificate holder is rated effective or highly 
effective based on a student learning growth formula 
adopted by the Commissioner of Education. 

 
The Senate Education Committee was scheduled to hear 
companion SB 1474 during its meeting in Week 5, but the 
bill was not considered. Unless the Senate bill gets 
withdrawn from one or more committees, it will still have 
three committee stops to get through before it can be 
available for final approval. 
  
SB 110 Public Records and Public Meetings/Information 
Technology/Postsecondary Education Institutions  
The full Senate has passed this bill and the House 
Education Committee, the last stop for the House bill (HB 
501), approved their bill in Week 5. This bill is a priority for 
the state universities. 
 
HB 351 Public Records and Meetings/Postsecondary 
Education Executive Search 
The House Education Committee approved this bill and it 
has now passed all three committees and is on the 2nd 
Reading Calendar for consideration by the full House of 
Representatives.  
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Since the Senate bill has not gone through the committee 
vetting process, there have been no amendments. The 
differences from the House Bill: 
• New exemption from public records/meetings applies 

to applicants for president, provost or dean; does not 
include vice presidents. 

• The names of applicants who comprise a final group of 
applicants must be released by the state university or 
Florida College System institution no later than 10 
days before the date of the meeting at which final 
action or a vote is to be taken on the employment of 
the applicants. [HB 351 provides for release of names 
in the final group no later than 21 days before the date 
of the meeting at which the selection is to be made.] 

 
HB 1079 Public Meetings/Campus Emergency Response 
for Public Postsecondary Educational Institutions 
The House Education Committee was also the last stop for 
this bill, making it available for a full vote on the floor of 
the House. The Senate’s Education Committee approved 
the companion bill (SB 1224) in Week 5. The Senate bill has 
one more committee stop before final approval. This bill is 
a priority of SUS Police Chiefs. 
 
HB 3 Higher Education 
This is the House companion to SB 2, which contains 
Senate President Negron’s state university priorities. The 
House bill was withdrawn from one of its committees of 
reference, which means it now has only to go through the 
House Appropriations and Education Committees. The 
House will be working on issues in this bill as there will 
likely be a conference committee appointed to work out 
differences between the chambers. Issues in dispute may 
include changes to Bright Futures, the establishment of 
block tuition policies, and President Negron’s academic 
quality enhancement initiatives. 
 
HB 859 Postsecondary Distance Education 
This is the bill authorizing Florida to participate in the 
State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) for 
delivery of postsecondary distance education. The House 
Education Committee approved this bill in Week 5 and it is 
now on the 2nd Reading Calendar for approval by the full 
House. 
 
The Senate companion (SB 668) still has two more 
committee stops. 
 
Governor’s Business Roundtable in Jacksonville 
On Tuesday, President Delaney participated in a Business 
Roundtable with Governor Scott, hosted by Dr. Cynthia 
Bioteau, President of Florida State College at Jacksonville. 

 

 
 
State College Press Conference 
As the House and Senate prepare to take up their budget 
plans next week, state college leaders and students held a 
press conference in the Capitol to draw attention to the 
impact of unsustainable cuts for the 28-college system. 
 
The Senate budget includes a $55 million reduction in 
remedial education funding and suspends $30 million in 
performance funding for the colleges. The House cuts $9.9 
million, representing money the colleges now use to pay 
for personnel in their foundations, and imposes a one-time, 
$63 million reduction to the colleges’ reserve funds. 
 
If you would like an updated copy of the complete 2017 
Bill Tracking Chart, or for information regarding a 
particular bill or issue, please contact the Office of 
Governmental Affairs. 
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Looking Ahead to Week 6: 
 

In observance of Passover and Easter, the Legislature will convene on Wednesday and Thursday 
only during Week 6. The major activity of each chamber will be approval of their state budget 
proposals.  
 
Wednesday, April 12th 
12-4:00 p.m. Senate in Session 
SPB 2500 Appropriations 
SPB 2502 Implementing Bill 
 
1:00 p.m. House in Session 
HB 5601 Higher Education (DSO Bill) 
HB 5007 FL Retirement System 
HB 5001 Appropriations 
HB 5003 Implementing Bill 
 
Thursday, April 13th 
9:30 a.m. Senate Appropriations Committee 
12:00 p.m. House in Session 
2:30 p.m. Senate Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
4:00 p.m. Senate in Session 
 


